GOETHE S   REPUTATION   IN   ENGLAND   DURING  HIS  LIFETIME

had striven and proved victorious." And in his inaugural address
as Lord Rector of the University of Edinburgh in 1866, he told
the students that there were ten pages of Wilhelm Meisiers
Wanderjahre which, if ambition had been his only rule, he would
rather have written than all the books that had appeared since
he came into the world. They were the pages dealing with the
Three Reverences. He concluded with a quotation of the masonic
hymn Sytnbolum, the last line of which contains a message ofhope,
Wir heissen euch hoffen. It was in Goethe that Carlyle found the
gospel of work and renunciation which had meant so much to
his own mental health, and which he tried to pass on to his con-
temporaries and to posterity.
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